
 Have you ever met someone that could light up a dark room with their positive energy? If 

not, it truly is an experience that should be shared and cherished in one’s lifetime. I never 

realized how precious my Aunt Tabby’s life was and what an impact she made on the world until 

she was gone. She lived from day to day without any worry about what tomorrow might bring. 

She was diagnosed with breast cancer and it quickly spread to other parts of her body, although 

she was afflicted with the dreaded disease called cancer, she remained overwhelmingly 

optimistic.  Tabby insisted on attending my basketball games to support me even though there 

was a terrible battle going on from within. I wanted to enter this contest and dedicate this art 

piece to my aunt because there were too many words that I left unsaid and I want her to know 

that I did understand what pain she was feeling although she always smiled and seemed to make 

all the worry go away. Within this work of art, I am trying to express feelings that my aunt as 

well as our family was feeling as we watched cancer brutally take over her life. I divided the 

portrait into two sides, as there were two sides to her life. She was the bright light that unveiled 

happiness and positivity in our lives. Therefore, the pink is to represent cancer but also to express 

happiness. This side was sketched lightly, and I utilized light colors to show hope and optimism.  

However, the dark side of the portrait was meant to display worry, frustration, sadness, and 

anger. I chose to shade this side to express that it was very much hidden. The cancer sign in the 

eye and tears was to illustrate that although she was optimistic and hopeful that others still saw 

the pain, she still felt the pain, and that pain and sadness would always be in sight. Furthermore, 

the hair falling away was to represent what cancer had done to my aunt. She slowly drifted away 

as did her hair. I chose to title my artwork, Trapped in Darkness, because my aunt was ultimately 

trapped in the darkness struggling to let others still have the light that she willingly illuminated 

from day to day. 


